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Barracks Row July

July on Barracks Row: Tree Level Petunias, Business Openings, The Parade

BY SHARON BosworTH

tunias is Gardening 101. Hardy

and reliable, they practically
grow themselves, right? But move
those petunias up in the air ten feet,
hanging in baskets above 8th Street,
SE, where they are whipped by river
winds and baked in hundred-degree
sun and the gardening becomes more
complex.

Enter the team from the Capitol
Hill BID. After several years of ex-
perimenting with promising strains
of petunias and other plants, BID
President Patty Brosmer and Bar-
racks Row Main Street Executive
Director Martin Smith have come up
with the winning combination. The
deepest pink petunias are hardiest
and the lighter pink ones make the
blooms visually pop from the deep

In gardening books growing pe-

Hardy petunias decorate Barracks Row.
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Mark Underwood, owner of 32 below.

green tree canopy. This year the bas-
kets are phenomenally lush, the result
of daily watering by the BID’s Men
in Blue each dawn.

More Dessert Options Arrive

July reliably delivers the hottest
temperatures of the year to Capitol Hill,
a challenge to both petunias and peo-
ple. But that is exactly what Mark Un-
derwood, owner of 32 Below, 705 8th
Street, SE, has in mind as ideal weather
for the opening of his flagship frozen
yogurt emporium. The décor, featuring
glittering arctic blue tile, is now com-
plete and equipment was installed in
late June. The exact grand opening date
depends on final inspection by the city.
32 Below will be a self-serve operation:
you choose the basic yogurt flavor: pull
the handle and fill your cup. Then you
decide what toppings to add. The final
step is weighing your creation to deter-
mine price. Then you move on to the
delicious demolition phase.

Another new dessert spot joined

Barracks Row recently. After months
of renovations, Sweet Lobby, 404 8th
Street, SE, quietly opened on June 18.
This glowing jewel box is brimming
with French macarons, shortbread
cookies, cupcakes and Sweet Lobby’s
brand of tea, Steep. The owners are a lo-
cal sister-brother team, Winnette and
Tim Mclntosh. Both MIT graduates,
Winnette met macarons during stu-
dent years in Paris. When the macaron
craze swept Europe recently, the pair
decided to apply their smarts to this
stylish niche business. Both owners are
at their new shop daily where they bake
their exotic concoctions. Cappuccino
and rose flavored macarons are top sell-
ers so far, but you'll establish your per-
sonal favorite only by taste testing.

The Children’s Playseum Fea-
tures Barracks Row Businesses

The Children’s Playseum, 545 8th
Street SE, also opening in July, soon
will be a favorite destination when kids
visit or for your own family The
Playseum is a play space that in-
cludes fun for grownups. The Bar-
racks Row Playseum is owner Gina
Seebachan’s second location. After
opening her original play space
in Bethesda, Seebachan noticed
an unusual number of customers
from the Capitol Hill area so ex-
panding here was natural. Children
and their adult companions decide
upon entering the Playseum what
the play experience du jour will in-
clude and the entrance fee is based
on that decision.

Play spaces will include repli-
cas of many 8th Street businesses.
'The play farm is sponsored by State
Farm at 522 8th Street, SE. Want
to play restaurant? The Playseum
will feature small versions of sever-
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restaurants, .
including
Lavagna
Italian Cui-
sine, 539
8th Street, opening in July at the for-
mer Starfish Café, right next door to
'The Playseum. Play chefs, waiters and
customers can pretend to be dining or
working at 8th Street’s famous eateries.
Should you want to do actual cooking
or baking those experiences are also
available at The Playseum as well as
more advanced arts and crafts projects.

'The Glorious Fourth
on Capitol Hill

Though Playseum won't quite be
open yet, a parade of potential cus-
tomers will pass in front of the store
on the Fourth of July. The parade is
organized every year by Naval Lodge
No 4, Masonic Lodge. The organi-

zational planning is done by a team

Winnette and Tim Mclintosh, brother and sister
owners of Sweet Lobby



led by Sharon Boesen of Tiber
Creek Associates, 330 Penn-
sylvania Avenue, SE. Thanks
to Boesens efforts, Capitol
Hill kids will have Fourth of
July memories of dogs in cos-
tumes, the Princess Patrol and
Model T’s parading to Sousa
tunes. The Honorable Tommy
Wells is Grand Master. This is
the ninth year for the parade
which begins for spectators at
11 a.m. and runs north from I
Street, SE, along 8th Street to
the Eastern Market Metro Pla-
za at Pennsylvania Avenue, SE.
Hill’s Kitchen, 713 D Street,
SE, overlooking the Metro
Plaza will be open until early
afternoon on the Fourth to ac-
commodate parents who may
need to buy last minute barbe-
cue gear for later in the day.

For the kids in the parade,
the day starts very early. Actually
it starts several days before as the
floats and costumes are designed
and constructed at home. The
kids dressed in their costumes
with decorated wagons, bikes
and carts (some pulled by par-
ent’s cars) begin to form up at
9:30 a.m. at the 295 underpass
at 8th and I Streets, SE. Bar-
racks Row Main Street, 731 8th
Street, SE, will be on hand to
supply free coffee to parents and
juice tokids. By 11 a.m. the street
closing will be complete with
police monitoring all intersec-
tions to keep vehicles out. Then
the 2011 Capitol Hill Fourth
of July Parade begins as Sharon
Boesen blows the whistle signal-
ing one group after the next to
step off with just the right space
between groups.

The Barracks Row restau-
rants getinto the patriotic spirit,
too. Many patios are decorated
with bunting and all outdoor
dining areas along 8th Street
afford excellent views of the pa-
rade. Hello Cupcake, 705 8th
Street, SE, is serving patriotic
cupcakes on the Fourth. And,
maybe just maybe, the new
neighbor up the block at 32
Below will surprise us all with
samples of something very, very
cold! See you at the parade!

ART & SOULL

Contemporary wearable art, jewelry & crafts
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New Spring
Clotheslines

Fabulows First: The first week of the month features a
Jeweier & a clothing designer on sale.
Sumptuous Sale: A revolving sefection of jewelry &
clothing on sale
Referral Rewards: Bring in a new customer & receive
10% off any purchase of $50 or more

225 PENN. AVE, S.E.  202.548.0105
MoON.-WED, FRL, SAT. 11-6 THuURS. 11-7

AEADLINES SAL@

202 540 5D

326 Mass. Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20002

For Silky Smooth Body Waxing and More

Law Offices of James M Loots, PC

Serving the Capivol Hill Cormmmity Since 1984

515 General Litigation and Arbitration
415 Franchising and Business Organizations

415 Commercial Leasing and Development
615 Labor and Employment Issues
' LO0TH Law

515 Contract and Licensing Matters

Top “AV"® RATED BY MARTINDALE-IHUBBELL
634 G Swreet SE, Sule 200
Washingron DN 20003
(202) 536-5650 » Fax: (202) 315-3515

www Jootsliw.com

THOMAS JENKINS &
COMPANY

Certified Public
Accountants
Corporation, Partnership,

Trust, Individual Income
Tax & Financial Planning

202-547-9004
Washington, DC

AVOID A
TICKET!

Call Ahead for New Curbside Service
Drop-Off & Pickup Available

Lustre Cleaners on Capitol Hill
311 Penn. Ave. SE - 202-547-1311
All major credit cards accepted

NOW'ON THE HILL

202-701-6222

PitangoGelato.com
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